It is an honor to introduce this inaugural volume of the new open access journal Nanomaterials and the Environment (NATE).
The association of nanomaterials with the environment is a rapidly emerging and often controversial area, and it is important to have a journal that brings together key developments in this expanding scientific and engineering field, which disseminates new ideas and technical advances to audiences across the globe. Increasing interest has developed in the use of nanomaterials in a wide variety of environmental applications, including, but not limited to, wastewater, groundwater, soil and air purification [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] , drug delivery in the environment [7, 8] , capture and storage or recycling of greenhouse gases, critical metals and chemicals [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] , the development of barriers, filters and sensors [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] . This has led to a phenomenal number of publications, patents and nanotechnology-based devices with an environmental consideration and is occurring alongside the emergence of standardized testing criteria, which is helping to inform legislation. We hope readers will enjoy this first volume of NATE and look forward to receiving manuscript submissions from new authors. 
